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	In Newton Primary School our aim is to:
provide an inclusive and equitable curriculum that is bespoke to our learners.  We will use eight guiding principles to do this. 
· Provide a curriculum that is relevant and developmentally appropriate.  That is responsive to learners' capacity and need and is evolving with the pupils. (Article 12 – the right to be listen to and take seriously.)
· Take a holistic approach to learning. (Article 17 – I have the right to get information in lots of ways, so long as it’s safe.)
· Ensure that learners learn that rights and gender-equity links to relationships, freedom, equity, dignity, well-being and safety. (Article 1 – Everyone under 18 has these rights.)
· Provide all students with authentic, engaging learning opportunities on strengths and accelerating learning for all with all stakeholder's involvement. (Article 3 – adults must do what is best for me.)
· All practitioners to ensure we offer equitable access and opportunity for all, creating a transformative approach to ‘More-able and talented’. (Article 6 – I should be supported to live and grow.)
· Provide creative approaches that create ethical, safe and engaging spaces for learners to feel, think, question, embody and share their thoughts. (Article 17 – I have the right to get information in lots of ways, so long as it’s safe.)
· We will be inclusive to ensure all learners see themselves and each other in what they learn. (Article 12 – the right to be listen to and take seriously.)
· We will provide a high quality education, providing access and opportunity to high expectations, critical thinking, flourishing talent, and a sense of belonging bound in strong relationships. Work with partnership with specialist services and expertise. (Article 29 – I have the right to an education which develops my personality, respect of other’s rights and the environment.)





Introduction

Our approach to the introduction of the Curriculum for Wales, renamed The Explorers’ Curriculum,  has been planned for with the inclusion of all our stakeholders. Together, as a team, we are creating a curriculum that is bespoke to Newton Primary School and reflects the context of our pupils. 

The vision of Newton Primary School is Newton Primary School encourages all pupils to develop their full potential in a caring and safe environment. Through the buzz and excitement for learning, pupils will develop a curiosity, determination and resilience which they will maintain throughout their lives. We aim to develop a bespoke curriculum that makes full use of local community and environments, encouraging independent and collaborative learning where pupils are not afraid to make mistakes.

This vision incorporates the concept of lifelong learning and the idea that both adults and pupils learn new things every day. Learning should be based on an atmosphere of mutual tolerance and respect, in which all learners feel valued as individuals and are actively involved in the learning process. Learning should be a rewarding and enjoyable experience for everyone. Through teaching we equip learners with the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to be able to make informed choices. We believe that appropriate experiences help learners to realise their worth and lead meaningful lives. 

The curriculum includes the formal requirements of the Curriculum for Wales, Four Purposes, six Areas of Learning and Experiences, Cross Curricula Responsibilities, Cross Cutting Themes (Children’s Rights, Local, National and International context, Diversity and Relationships and Sexuality Education) and the mandatory elements of Religion, Values and Ethics, Welsh, Relationship and Sexuality Education and English. It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the pupils learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave. Across all Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE), the application of numeracy, literacy and digital competency is planned for. Teachers are expected to plan and deliver learning objectives pitched appropriately to the learners’ needs and paying attention to Pupil Voice. Lessons have a What Makes Good (Success Criteria), which also include reference to the 4 purposes, numeracy, literacy and/or digital competency) to ensure the learners are aware of the particular skills they are looking to develop within that lesson. 

In addition to literacy, numeracy and digital competence, teachers plan for incidental Welsh, through the use of Patwrn yr Wythnos and Criw Cymraeg and pupils will also learn about other cultures and languages through our Modern Foreign Language work. 

Well-being of our staff and learners alike is also at the heart of The Explorers’ Curriculum. Our school approach for well-being is based on the Thrive Approach, as we believe it allows us to support the social and emotional development of our pupils. There is also a whole school and cluster Restorative Justice approach to well-being enabling pupils to understand their own and others’ emotions. These are in line with the Health and Well Being Area of Learning and Experience, and is integrated throughout the school day, and throughout the curriculum itself.

A Purposeful, Authentic and Relevant Curriculum 
The principles underpinning every Area of Learning and Experience (AoLE) of the Explorers’ Curriculum in Newton Primary School ensures that the curriculum is: 
· Authentic: offering our pupils real-life learning experiences taking into account Welsh values and culture 
· Evidence-based: drawing on the best of existing pedagogy within Wales and around the world 
· Inquiry-based: Allowing children to discover and form their own opinions through research and experimentation. 
· Responsive: relevant to the needs of today (individual, local and national) but also equipping all young people with the knowledge, skills and dispositions needed for their futures 
· Inclusive: easily understood by all, encompassing an entitlement to high-quality education for every child and young person and taking account of their views 
· Ambitious: embodying high expectations and setting no limits on achievement and challenge for each individual child and young person 
· Empowering: developing resilience and competences which will allow young people to engage confidently with challenges 
· Progressive: enabling continuity and flow of skills and knowledge which combine and build progressively 
· Engaging: encouraging enjoyment from learning and satisfaction in mastering challenging subject matter 
· Rights-based: underpinned by the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Newton Primary School believes that to get the best out of all our learners (and that includes staff) we have to offer rich and exciting experiences so are committed to developing a curriculum which engages, enthuses and inspires our pupils and staff. There is a strong emphasis on the acquisition and application of skills and knowledge through experiential and active learning. Pupils are encouraged to influence our curriculum through offering their ideas for our Theme Maps, which are produced at the beginning of every topic. Pupils’ interest and enthusiasm is sparked through high quality WOW days, trips and visitors.

Progression Steps 1 and 2 Principles
Our Explorers’ Curriculum, based on Foundation Phase principles, places great emphasis on pupils learning by doing. We believe pupils should be given more opportunities to gain first hand experiences through play and active involvement rather than by completing exercises in books. Newton Primary School wants them to understand how things work and to find different ways to solve problems. 

The Progression Steps 1 and 2 curriculum is broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated to meet the developmental needs of all children. 
Developing skills across the curriculum 
Pupils should be given as many opportunities and experiences to develop the following skills through group and individual tasks in a variety of contexts across the areas of learning: 
● Thinking – by using the processes of planning, developing and reflecting. 
● Communication – through the skills of oracy, reading, writing and wider communication. 
● ICT – by creating, presenting, finding and developing information and ideas. 
● Number – by using mathematical information, calculating and interpreting and presenting results. We therefore use a cross-curricular approach to all AoLEs and help children to see the links in their learning. 
Play 
Pupils learn best through a hands-on play-based approach. Through play they are able to access the curriculum in their preferred learning style. Active, well-planned play helps pupils to think, make sense of the world, interact with others, to be reactive, to investigate and explore different materials, to experiment and predict.
· Play allows learning to be fun and stimulating
· Play develops skills and concepts. 
· Play helps to develop communication skills. 
· Play helps to develop positive attitudes. 
· Play helps to develop independence. 
· Play is about children learning through perseverance, concentration and attention to detail – characteristics usually associated with work. 
· Play is not only crucial to how children become self-aware and the way in which they learn the rules of social behaviour; it is also fundamental to intellectual development. 
· Play is a child’s way of learning about their world and processing events in their life. 

Outdoor Learning 
The development and use of the outdoors as a learning environment is very important for the development of all children. Opportunities provided outdoors will reflect a balance of child initiated and adult directed activities. 
Newton Primary School feel that pupil’s/s
· health and fitness will benefit from exercise outside and using outdoor equipment,
· will have first-hand experience of nature, conversation and sustainability,
· problem solving will relate to experiences,
· will develop a love of nature and take part in outdoor activities,
· will have the opportunity to achieve the same learning objectives through planned outdoor activities, 
· will be able to experience messy play and large scale activities that they may not otherwise experience. 

Nursery to Year 1 have designated outdoor classroom areas that are used daily. Safe use of equipment is taught and the idea of a safe environment is promoted. All available space is being used. All staff are committed to providing a safe, secure and stimulating environment.

Progression Step 2 and 3 Missions
In Progression Steps 2 and 3 Missions are used to develop the pupils’ independence and develop skills across the curriculum. There are 4 areas within the classroom, Literacy, Numeracy, Creative and Investigation, and Missions are linked to the termly topic. A range of resources are made available to the pupils who then chose and work through the Missions at allocated times.
Developing skills across the curriculum 
Pupils should be given as many opportunities and experiences to develop the following skills through group and individual tasks in a variety of contexts across the areas of learning: 
● Thinking – by using the processes of planning, developing and reflecting. 
● Communication – through the skills of oracy, reading, writing and wider communication. 
● ICT – by creating, presenting, finding and developing information and ideas. 
● Number – by using mathematical information, calculating and interpreting and presenting results. We therefore use a cross-curricular approach to all AoLEs and help children to see the links in their learning.

The curriculum is the whole learning experience offered by our school. It is not only the lessons and activities, but also the attitudes and values we promote. This is achieved through integrating the Four Purposes into all our planning. How children learn is as important as what they learn. Our teachers teach through a range of approaches, not restricted, but including those outlined in the 12 Pedagogical Principles.

12 Pedagogical Principles 
· Create authentic learning contexts for learning; 
· Encourage learners to take responsibility for their own learning; 
· Support social and emotional development and positive relationships; 
· Encourage collaboration; 
· Encourage sustained [pupil effort to reach high but achievable targets; 
· Employ a broad repertoire of teaching approaches; 
· Promote problem solving, creative and critical thinking; 
· Build on previous knowledge and experience to engage interest; 
· Focus on the 4 purposes; 
· Use assessment for learning to accelerate progress; 
· Make connections within and across Areas of Learning & Experience; 
· Reinforce Cross Curricular Responsibilities, Literacy, Numeracy, Digital Competence. 

Teachers plan and prepare learning with a clear understanding of pedagogy. Within any given lesson, adults consider their selection of methods in light of the purpose of learning. This involves the teachers’ blend of theoretical and practical knowledge, deciding on how best to promote effective learning.

Welsh
Cwriculwm Cymreig will be developed across all areas of learning through an integrated approach by developing pupil’s understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales. 
· Pupils will experience trips to the local area including the beach, shop, library and walks. 
· Role plays will reflect the local area e.g. castles, beach, cafes etc. 
· Pupils will sing songs and listen to stories from and about Wales. 
· Pupils will experience festivals unique to Wales including St David’s Day. 
· Visitors from the local community will be encouraged e.g. lollipop man, librarian, community police officer and parents, including parents from other cultures and races to highlight the ethnic diversity within our school and Wales. 
· Pupils will learn about where Wales is as part of the World and about Welsh artists, scientists and influential people. They will learn about the specific history of Wales, including Black History.
· Links will be fostered with other countries and schools so that children begin to see themselves as Global citizens.
· Pupils will take part in daily Helpwr Heddiw session, including Patwrn Yr Wythnos, to develop their use of the Welsh language in everyday situations.


Planning and Preparation for Learning 
The Explorers’ Curriculum places emphasis on equipping young people for life. It provides pupils with opportunities to learn new skills and apply their knowledge positively and creatively. 

Our planning for learning takes account of the Four Purposes which are at the heart of curriculum design. Our planning is based on the principles of offering a broad and balanced curriculum to pupils based on the 6 Areas of Learning and Experience. Teachers take account of the What Matters statements which set out broad learning ideas within each AOLE. 

Planning is based on identification of an appropriate progression step for pupils and takes into account the knowledge, skills and experiences that pupils need in order to progress in their learning. 

Teachers plan for cross-curricular learning through rich tasks based incorporating literacy, numeracy and digital skills. Our curriculum sets out knowledge, skills and experiences for pupils within each progression step while also allowing teachers the flexibility to react to current world events. 

Pupil Voice in The Explorers’ Curriculum at Newton Primary School​
A school’s curriculum is everything a learner experiences in pursuit of the four purposes. It is not simply what we teach, but how we teach and crucially, why we teach it. Our curriculum design, ensures that it meets the needs of our learners, uses our community, and the context in which the school is set.​
Our topics always start with an 'Immersion Day', where teachers plan a variety of creative, stimulating and engaging activities for learners. Whilst immersed in these multi-sensory activities, learners are given time to reflect and think about the experiences their new topic could provide. ​
Following on from these days the learners decide what they would like to learn more about and what skills they would like to develop during the topic in each of the 6 Areas of Learning. Teachers and learners work alongside each other to plan the learning experiences for the remainder of the topic before the teachers link each to the knowledge and skills of the new curriculum. Pupil Voice is an important aspect of the planning of the curriculum in Newton Primary School as it gives the learners a sense of empowerment and helps them to engage with the learning experiences.​
Our topics conclude with a 'Celebration Day'. During the celebration day, learners share all that they have learnt with other classes or parents, carers and the community. The celebration days are set up and run by our learners, this could be in the style of a show, a sporting event or even through a gallery of work.​
Organisation and Planning 
The Explorers’ Curriculum is planned in three phases and organise teaching and learning in the way that best meets the needs and interests of our pupils. 

Long Term Plans: These are topics Newton Primary School staff have chosen and mapped to ensure the topics naturally cover a mix of AoLEs as a focus. 

Medium Term Plans: These build upon and develop the long-term plans. Language and Literacy Medium Term Plans, Mathematics and Numeracy Medium Term Plans and Welsh Second Language Scheme of Work (CSCJES) provide the structure for lesson planning. The Language and Literacy Medium Term Plan maps out texts relevant to the topic and how skills and knowledge can be applied across the curriculum. Mathematics and Numeracy Scheme of Work maps out the skills and knowledge required at each Progression Step. The topic Theme Map takes into account pupil ideas to ensure the curriculum is truly ‘pupil influenced.’ Medium term look at the topic as a whole and how the mandatory elements, cross curricula responsibilities and cross cutting themes can be incorporated into the topic.

Short-Term Plans: are those that our teachers write on a weekly basis. 
These include: 
· A Learning Objective for every lesson, 
· An identification of the Area of Learning and Experiences, Description of Learning statement for the lesson, 
· Identification of the Cross Curricular Skills that will be covered within the lesson, 
· Which of the Four Purposes will be the focus within the lesson, 
· A brief overview of the introduction to the lesson, 
· A differentiated focus activity for the lesson, 
· Enhanced Provision/Missions and Outdoor Learning activities, where appropriate.

Language, Numeracy and Digital Skills (Cross Curricular Skills) 
Staff use the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) and Digital Competence Framework alongside the Curriculum for Wales when planning learning experiences. Therefore, pupils have opportunities to develop their literacy, numeracy and digital skills across the curriculum. 

Staff also develop, through various means such as collective worship, cultural festivals, Equality Champions, ECO council, visits and classroom activities, pupils’ knowledge of Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship. Pupils’ experiences are enhanced through well planned educational visits and visiting speakers to school.

Pupils with Additional Learning Needs 
The Explorers’ Curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all pupils who attend the school. 
· If a pupil has an additional learning need or disability, Newton Primary does all it can to meet these individual needs. Our provision complies with the requirements set out in the ALN Code of Practice. 
· If a concern arises suggesting that a pupil may have additional learning needs the teacher is able to provide resources and educational opportunities which meet these needs within the normal class organisation. In these circumstances, teacher complete a Graduated Response to document what strategies have been implemented and how successful they have been. The Graduated Response form is reviewed after 6 weeks and if required the ALNCo makes a referral to the appropriate external agencies.
· If a pupil’s need is more severe, in consultation with the pupil’s parents, the ALNCo makes a referral to the appropriate external agencies this may be Educational Psychology or Specialist Teachers. 
· A pupil may be considered for a disapplication for Statutory Assessment if they continue not to make progress and have a profile of long-term complex needs. 
· We always provide additional resources and support for pupils with additional needs and disabilities

Roles and Responsibilities  
The Head Teacher:  
· has the responsibility of the curriculum and delegates responsibility to staff members.  
· co-ordinates the work of the Area of Learning and Experiences Teams and teachers to ensure that the curriculum has progression and is broad and balanced, meeting the needs of all pupils,
· ensures monitoring practices are in place, outcomes and evaluation recorded with appropriate review actions.
 
Curriculum Lead and Area of Learning Experiences Teams will:
· monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the curriculum in meeting the needs of all pupils;  
· evaluate practice  
· provide feedback to staff  
· identify priorities for development  
· assess outcomes in terms of pupil outcomes  
· feedback and report to colleagues, Senior Leadership Team (SLT) and Governors outcomes of monitoring and future action and developments  
  
The Governing Body  
·  monitors the quality and effectiveness of Curriculum Provision through the Curriculum Committee and Headteacher reports at full Governors’ meetings.

  
The Curriculum Policy should be read in conjunction with the Teaching and Learning Policy and Assessment, Reporting and Recording Policy.
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